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Abstract

Over the past 10 years, Hmong women in the community have
become more likely to use reproductive control by terminating their own
pregnancies. The research “Hmong women and abortion” has two objectives:
first, to understand the problems of abortion in the community and nearby
areas; second, to study the reasons for Hmong women’s decision to have
abortion. The target population includes villagers, Hmong women who have
abortion, and public health officials in Khun Sathan and Saensuk Villages,
Santha Sub-district, Na Noi District, Nan Province. This qualitative research
employs methods, including group discussion for 6 groups, totaling 33 people,
non-participant observation, and in-depth interviews with 10 Hmong women
who had terminated their pregnancies. The research period is 1 July and
31 December 2009. Research has found that internal factors, related to the
Hmong social and cultural system, and myths, which causes Hmong women to
have their abortions, as follows 1. Hmong patriarchal system that women do not
have much negotiating power with men; 2. The fear of permanent sterilization;
3. The use of birth control pills, injections, and acupuncture has more side
effects than usual; 4. Some Hmong women lack knowledge about reproductive
health; 5. Family planning is the responsibility of Hmong women without the
cooperation of the men. External factors are the social conditions outside the
Hmong culture that influence the abortion among Hmong women, as follows
1. Women learn new things through radio, television, mobile phones, modern
technology, etc.; 2. Social conditions in which the capitalist system is involved;
3. State policy for the conservation of natural resources restricts the arable area
of the Hmnong community; 4. Campaigns of the state public health department

has changed change according to national population policy.

Keywords: Hmong Women, Life Experiences, Narratives, Abortion, Feminism
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