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Abstract

This research investigates the ethnic identity, transformation, and gender
of kuay ram (dancers) in the Ram Mae Sa-eng Ritual of the Prasart Nyeu Community,
Praibueng District, Srisaket Province. It adopted a qualitative research method,
observing as ritual visitors and also carrying out in-depth interviews with key
informants who were community members and dancers. Research findings
show that the Ram Mae Sa-eng ritual is a key element in the construction of
the Nyeu ethnic identity and the group identity of the Prasart Nyeu community.
Food, language, and costume were utilized to conspicuously present and
maintain their ethnicity. Research results illustrate that the Kuay ram, who
are central in this study and ritual, make the transformation from a lay person
into a dancer through their experience of an inexplicable sickness. With the
guidance of a fortune teller, they must be approved to take up kuay ram by
the female ghost ‘Mae Sa-eng’” and blessed with the abilities of a medium so
as to heal themselves from sickness. Framed by a gender perspective, there
are significantly more female kuay ram dancers than male. This is aligned with
social expectations and conditions, although men have, in the present day,
entered the ritual and dance with more acceptance. More senior women
aged above 50 years old were found to be kuay ram. Compared to younger
dancers they had fewer limitations as they mainly stayed home or did not
migrate out for job opportunities. However, female kuay ram must negotiate
their gender role, due to their status as wives or family caregivers, when
having the intention to dance. Regardless of gender or personal identity,
those who become kuay ram must strictly conform with beliefs that dictate

the behavior of kuay ram.

Keywords: Kuay-ram (dancer), Mae Sa-eng ritual, Nyeu Ethnic Identity,

Transformation, Gender
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