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Abstract

This paper is divided in two parts. The first part is primarily intended
to be a reminiscence by the author toward Associate Professor Virada
Somsawadi who devoted her wisdom and spiritual force to “mold and shape”
women’s studies and the feminist community at Chiang Mai University and in
the whole Southeast Asia Sub-region until her last breath. Virada Somsawadi
was the prime mover in the establishment of the Women’s Studies Center,
the Department of Women’s Studies and the Women’s Studies postgraduate
program at the Faculty of Social Sciences, Chiang Mai University. In her capacity
as a representative of Thai feminists, she helped to found the Asia Pacific
Forum on Women, Law, and Development - APWLD. She was appointed, as a
qualified woman, to be a member of the Law Reform Commission of Thailand,
an independent organization established under the 2007 Constitution.
She also made countless contributions to the advancement of women in
various law and development associations and foundations to which she
devoted herself actively and tirelessly.

The second part of this paper offers some reflections on the concept
of women’s studies classrooms where teaching seeks to become an
activity to promote liberation for all women and voiceless people. This is
an important concept that Virada Somsawadi left as a legacy to younger
generations. The author thinks that it is about time to review the possibility
of implementing the teaching activities in women’s studies classroom based

on feminism, both inside and outside the higher education system.

Keywords: Virada Somsawasdi, Women’s Studies, Chiangmai, Feminist

Classroom, Women’s Knowledge, Activism.
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