





Abstract

Marriages between Northeastern Thai (or “Isan”) women and foreign men
have gained widespread attention as more Isan women have married foreign men.
This research raises three questions: (1) what are the reasons Isan women choose
to marry foreign men, (2) what are the division of roles and responsibilities within
cross-cultural marriage families, and (3) what are the relationships between foreign
men and their wife's relatives? This research is qualitative research. Various research
methods were employed, including non-participant observation and in-depth
interview. The study cases are 5 Isan women who married foreign men and resettled
in Nong Chan Village, Sri Wilai Sub-district, Sri Wilai District, Bueng Kan Province.
The study finds the main reason that Isan women decide to marry foreign men is
economic, because Isan women want to escape from poverty and enhance their
family's economic and social status. However, the decision to marry foreigners is
also a social choice; Isan women want to create a perfect family in order to be
accepted by their families and community, as they have experienced divorce with
Thai men before marrying the foreigners.

After marriage with foreign men, most Isan women and their foreign husbands
migrate to live with their wife's former families in Nong Chan Village. In addition,
Most Isan women quit their jobs and become housewives. Only one woman still
works outside the home after marriage. The relationships and roles of men and
women within cross-cultural marriage families are complex. However, relations
between Isan women and foreign men can be considered “equal exchanges,”
although the exchanges between the two parties are different: the husband provides
economic assistance to his wife and honors his wife, including accepting the wife's
former family; the wife gives love and provides care for the husband and welcomes
the foreign husband as a family member. The reciprocal exchange of the resource
of which one party has an excess and the other party lacks on the basis of satisfaction

of both parties may be considered an equal exchange.

Keywords: Isan women; foreign men; cross-cultural marriage; extended

family; reciprocal exchange
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