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Abstract

This study is emphasized on negotiation strategies for the rights of
migrant domestic workers, who have been working in Chiang Mai, Thailand
and are excluded from legal rights with the reason of national security.
Migrant workers are important to the development of Thailand’s economy,
but domestic workers are not defended by the labor protection law as like
other laborers’. This study, collecting data from the interview with migrant
workers and NGOs workers, participatory observation, documentary research
on laws and reports of state’s agencies and NGOs, found that Thai laws
exclude and limit the rights of migrant domestic workers. The laws are used
by the employers and state agents to exploit migrant domestic workers and
violate their rights, but they are not submissive and they respond with strat-
egies through creating the social space, open the public space by gathering
migrant domestic workers in Chiang Mai to participate in the movement of
labor’s networks at various levels, both local and national levels, leads to
the extension and the protection of their rights as laborer. However, domestic
workers are not fully protected by the labor laws such as no specification of
minimum wage, standard daily work hour, and no welfare funds for domestic
workers. Besides that, many domestic workers choose not to assert their labor
rights but they attempt to engage in everyday practice so as to avoid serious
conflicts between them and their employer, which might have impacts on

their income security and livelihood of the family who live in Thailand.

Keywords: migrant domestic worker, negotiation, social space
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