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Abstract

This article aims to investigate the relationship between gender
and border reflected from the narratives of the Shan traders and migrants,
who crossed the borders in the areas between the Southern Shan State and
Mae Hong Son Province, Northwest Thailand, from the 1980s to the mid-90s.
Conflicts and fighting between Myanmar soldiers and ethnic armed troops
in the said areas have transformed the borders into economic opportunities.
Shan women’s substitution of their families’ farming by leaving home as a
private sphere into dangerous ‘borders’, and then turning into long-distance
traders was an initial practice of their shifting gender roles. Gendered strategies
were again employed when encountering multiple ethnic groups’ battles.
They learned how to acquire intelligence and information to benefit their
trade, while building trading strategies to survive as well as seeking economic
benefits at the same time. Grounded from an ethnographic research supported
by conversational and in-depth interviews with eleven female traders, this
article illustrates that the permissive frontiers have led to Shan women’s
divergent social statuses between trader and labor migrant within the last
five decades. The article also reflects the paradox of the border—although
it represents harm from the clashes and war, it acts as a space facilitating the
Shan women to cross the nation-state borders freely and to shift their social

mobility and gender roles.

Keywords : Female trader, Shan, Gender, Thailand-Myanmar Borders,

Trading strategy
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