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Abstract

This article demonstrates that violence against Muslim women, particularly married
women, associated with the concept of tta‘a, or obedience to the husband, is accepted and
practiced. Regarding the research on domestic violence in Thailand’s Deep South, the idea of
tta‘a is one of crucial findings. The notion of being a devout wife renders the practice of
tolerance even when women encounter violence in order to maintain the ideal of Muslim
family. The author scrutinizes literatures and debates encompassing the notion of obedience
recognized as the inherent patriarchal interpretation in the context of Arabian traditions. This
mainstream religious exegesis where the husband asserts the authority of the master over the

subservient wife mirrors the existence of inequality within marital relationship.
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