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Abstract

This article studies the socio-economic conditions which victimize Khmu sex workers in
cross-border prostitution and factors which constitute their subjectivity as well as agency in order
to negotiate various sets of power relations. Additionally, it accounts for the articulation of Khmu
women’s victimization and agency in prostitution. | applied ethnographic research, collecting data
from the lived experiences of Khmu migrant sex workers on the Thai border neighboring Laos.
This article argues that although Khmu women sex workers are victimized by socioeconomic
constraints and subordinated by patriarchal culture, when they engage in ‘open-ended
prostitution” (Cohen, 1996) which emphasizes the voluntariness and freedom of women sex
workers, Khmu women are able to choose clients and to negotiate with clients on price and
services by themselves. As such, the agency of Khmu women is constituted. Moreover, informal
employment offers them an opportunity to accumulate capital so as to elevate the economic
status of their households. The identity of the “good daughter” is performed to make meaning
of their selves, to revalue the identity of the sex worker, and to change gender power relations

in the family as well as to reduce social stigmatization to a certain degree.
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