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Women’s Studies: Building situated knowledge in the politics of gender
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Abstract

This paper is aims not only to commemorate Ajarn Shalardchai Ramitanond, who was
one of the founders of the Women’s Studies Center and one of my lecturers there, but also
to reflect on the role of the Women’s Studies Center as a department which has been
established recently in Thailand. Since its foundation, the Women’s Studies Center has been
questioned by Thai society in terms of the creation of particular knowledge of gender in
society. By critically engaging with my own experiences as a Masters’ student at the Women’s
Studies Center, Chiang Mai University and as a Teaching Assistant at the National University of
Singapore, | reflect on the role and the status of the Women’s Studies Center and its
commitment to feminism in the context of knowledge production. | assert that the Women'’s
Studies Center has played a critical role in the knowledge production as well as the
examination of particular knowledges related to gender issues in Thai society. In transforming
cultural, economic, political and social milieux, the knowledge production of gender issues
becomes essential for understanding gender in the modern and rapidly changing Thai society.
| contend that the knowledge of gender issues within a situated context will help us to

comprehend how the notion of gender has been changed in relation to particular socio-
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cultural context, and how this change has influenced or affected the social lives of ‘women’
and ‘men’ who have different social positions, such as class, race, ethnicity, religion, age and
sexuality. This particular knowledge production shows that thinking about gender is not static.
lts meaning is always changed and reconstructed in relation to changes in power systems in
our society. Therefore, an academic space is much needed to create an understanding about
how gender and its particularities in different socio-cultural contexts are constructed and
reconstructed in current circumstances. As such, the Women’s Studies Center can provide an
academic space for society in order to increase the production of particular knowledge on

gender issues in Thailand and to create a feminist movement and gender equality for all.

Keywords: women'’s studies; gender studies; knowledge production
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