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Abstract

This paper explores sexism in the songs performed in a patriarchal
society and investigates opinion-sharing on sexist songs through online
platforms as a practice of enhancing or combatting sexism. This qualitative
research applies textual analysis of 12 sexist songs as well as audience analysis
of opinions about racism in such songs as they were shared on Facebook,
Twitter, Pantip, and YouTube portals. A postmodern feminist perspective and
notion of discourse is employed to examine the lyrics of sexist songs along
with the motion pictures in the related music videos. A cyberfeminism notion
is used to gain insight into the opinions supporting the sexist songs as a way
to promote sexual inequality and opinions against sexism as a way to combat
it.

The findings show that sexist discrimination in the 12 songs includes
mentions of sinful women, sexual jokes, forced sex, the male gaze, and
beauty standards. The sexist songs contain sexual harassment discourses as a
consequence of the patriarchal culture regarding sex objects, sexual inequal-
ity, and sexual jokes. Opinions supporting sexist songs, therefore, emphasise
humiliation towards women and those in the LGBT community. Those opin-
ions are critically reacted to comments on issues of sexual inequity as well
as the sexual objects and jokes represented in the songs and music videos.
The strategy of raising closed-ended questions and typing hashtags are used
to tackle sexism and successfully force one songwriter to rewrite the lyrics.
Therefore, combatting sexism via online opinion posting is one method for

achieving sexual equity in Thai society.

Keywords: Sexist song, Patriarchal society, Social media, Postmodern feminist,

Cyberfeminism
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