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Abstract

Womb has been a significant site of the Thai modern nation-state’s
interests since the early twentieth century. National ideologies and bio-political
process of state formation depend fundamentally on the elites’ ability to
control women’s reproductivity. Yet, the state’s conception of the nation
which determine who should conceive, carry a pregnancy, and give birth, and
how such processes should be carried out has never been consistent. While
reproduction has been the subject of the state intervention, the regulation of
women’s bodies is often characterized by the tension between the material
logic of production and the significance of moral order. In different nationalist
regimes in which “population” emerged as the economic and political problem,
regulating women’s wombs represent the state’s effort to promote specific
relations of production and exchange that oscillate between the aim towards
labor stability and the desire to battle “underdevelopment”. Such effort is
nonetheless exercised through the official discourse of morality. Material and
moral nexus of sexual politics has created a paradox of fertility and sterility
which is played out in the debate over abortion and surrogacy. This research
argues that the history of reproductive control and controversy represents not
only an illuminating site of the conflicting process of nation-building, but also
the venue to understand how different state agencies have sought to juggle
the material and moral imperatives of rule. While women’s bodies serve as
a link between these two realms, the paper also shows how such divide is
also contested through women’s practices of bodies and negotiation over

subjectivities within the nation.
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