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Abstract

The paper analyses gender and gender division of labour in cattle trade in the contexts
of capitalism and globalization in Isan region. Qualitative research techniques were employed
to gather field data including in-depth interviews and non-participant observation with 16
females and 10 males in the cattle market and villages where have raised cows. Selected
villages and key informants for collecting data were mixed between convenient and purposive

samplings. Gender and gender division of labour concepts were used to analyse data.

The paper demonstrates that the gender power relations and the division of work
between women and men are not completely separated in the cattle trade. Gender relation
are fluid, not fixed and diversified among females and between males and females as well as
reduced gender inequality. Rather, it was found that some females access to the cattle market
played larger roles in negotiating cattle prices using their feminine skills side by side with their
husbands and other male traders. Females have employed feminine characteristics in selling
or buying cows. Hence, females have accumulated knowledge, accessed capital, and used

modern technology for cattle trade. However, a patriarchal system, gender insensitivity of the
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government’s cattle projects, and transmission of knowledge of cattle trade through male’s
line have prevented most Isan women from accessing cattle market. These factors cause
inequality not only among females but between females and males although gender division

of labour in Isan society is not clearly fixed.
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