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Abstract

This article aims to explain the social space-making of transgender persons as the ritual
organizers in the context of the spiritual dance ceremony. In this study, | examine case studies
of transgender persons who prepare the spiritual dance ceremony with multi-sited
ethnography. | follow transgender persons who are spirit mediums and ritual organizers into
the spiritual dance ceremonies in Lampang province. The study finds that lately there have
been changes in the spiritual dance ceremony in Lampang province. Since the system of labor
exchange in kinship has reduced its role in the cultivation of the community because of
modernization and labor migration to the capital city, the number of ritual organizers in the

ceremony has decreased. However, in the context of modernization and labor migration,
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transgender persons have become organizers of spiritual dance ceremony instead bringing
about an increasing focus on glorious decoration and the sacredness of the ceremony.
Therefore, the spiritual dance ceremony has been created by transgender persons as space

of knowledge and social participation that overlaps the ritual space.
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